
  
 

Instrument Recommendation List 

 As a parent investing in your child’s music education, it is very important to invest in a quality musical 

instrument. So called “bargain” instruments, available online or at discount stores, may seem tempting; 

however, experience has proven over and over again that these instruments are truly no “bargain” at all. 

Most often, the low price is the result of poor workmanship and lower quality materials. These 

instruments usually break more easily and are difficult, sometimes impossible, to repair. In many cases, 

they cannot be played in tune and the quality of the sound they produce is very poor.  

It is disheartening to see a child’s enthusiasm for music destroyed by an instrument that does not allow 

them to reach their full potential. A poor quality instrument also affects the overall sound of the band, 

tarnishing the experience for all.  

It is with these concerns in mind that we provide you with this list of recommended band instrument 

brands and accessories. I have found over the years that these instruments are durable, easy to repair, 

and will give your child the best opportunity to succeed as a young musician. (Brands in bold are brands 

we particularly like for that instrument.)  

If the instrument you are considering is not listed here, ask the seller for the instrument specifications 

and consult with the band director before you rent or buy. 

 

Flute : Gemeinhardt, Armstrong , Yamaha, Jupiter 

Oboe : Yamaha, Selmer 

Clarinet: Leblanc, Buffet, Selmer , Yamaha, Jupiter 

Saxophone: Yamaha, Selmer  

Trumpet: Selmer/Bach, Yamaha, King 

 

French horn: School Provided 

Trombone/Baritone: Yamaha, Conn, King, Jupiter  

Tuba: School Provided 

 

Percussion  

Practice Kit – Ludwig, Pearl, Vic Firth, Yamaha  

Snare and Bell Kit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

Students will need to bring the following to class everyday: 

 Standard Of Excellence Book 1 for your specific instrument * 

 1 inch 3-ring binder with sheet protectors for handouts 

 Pencil….NO PENS – LEAVE A PENCIL IN YOUR CASE 

Students should have the following supplies with their instruments: 

 Flutes: cleaning cloth and a cleaning rod (the rod should come with your instrument) 

 Clarinets: cleaning swab, cork grease, a mouthpiece cushion, a reed guard (holds and protects 2 

or 4 reeds, depending upon the model) and a box of 2.5 strength reeds** (most clarinets will 

come with a swab and cork grease, if you are using a used clarinet, please make sure you have 

these supplies) 

 Saxophones: cleaning swab, cork grease, a mouthpiece cushion, a reed guard (holds and 

protects 2 or 4 reeds, depending upon the model) and a box of 2.5 strength reeds (most 

saxophones will come with a swab and cork grease, if you are using a used saxophone, please 

make sure you have these supplies) 

 Trumpets: valve oil, slide cream or grease, valve brushes, trumpet snake, and mouthpiece 

brush. (more than likely, valve oil will come with your instrument) 

 Trombones: slide oil, trombone snake, mouthpiece brush. (more than likely, slide oil will come 

with your instrument) 

* Recommended Reed Types 

 Mitchell Lurie 

 Vandoren 

 Lavoz 

Recommended Valve Oil 

 Blue Juice or Al Cass 

Recommended Slide Oil 

 Slide-O-Mix 

 


